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What is Functionalism?

A theoretical perspective that views society as an organised, 
interrelated, interdependent and evolving system with each of its parts 

contributing to its stability.

“                          ”

Introduction



- Since the days of Henri de Simon and August Comte

The Origin of Functionalism
Introduction

- Further followed by the likes of Parson and Merton

- Carried forward by Spencer and Durkheim 

- Prominent during the 40s to early 60s



Began as a organismic analogy

The Origin of Functionalism Introduction



- Interrelated parts

- Each has its own function

Contributes to whole

Interrelated parts

Each has its own function

Contributes to whole
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Postulates of Functionalism
Postulates

Functional Unity of Society Universal Functionalism Functional Indispensable 

Postulates



- Based on biological analogy

- There is unity between part and whole

- Emphasis on unity between the parts - Brown 

- Each part is essential - Malinowski 

Functional Unity of Society Postulates



- Every standardized social or cultural form has positive functions.

- All continuing cultural and social patterns have contribute to constructively

Universal Functionalism
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- If a social pattern is well established, then it must be meeting basic needs.

- Hence they are all indispensable

Functional Indispensability Postulates



Thank you..


